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3-denticulate, Corolla very much longer than the calyx with a
short permanent tube and 3 valvate divisions. Stamens 6;
filaments subulate, united at the base, dilatate and forming an
erect corona; anthers linear, oblong, versatile. Ovary obovate
or turbinate; carpels 3, half-free, united into an elongate style
with common punctiform stigma, with one basilar erect ovule.
Fruit globular or ovoid, with the remnants of the styles and
sterile carpels more or less apical; pericarp thin, grumous or
fibrous; endocarp more or less woody, often easily separating
from the pericarp. Seed globular, free and erect in the endo-
carp; hilum small, basilar; raphe lightly impressed, occupying
a whole side of the seed; albumen uniform, solid; embryo
opposite to the raphe above the base or towards the middle.
Species about 10.— Fiji and Sandwich Islands.—The species
described below has been introduced in Indian Gardens.
cultivation in eukope.—Very ornamental stove palms.
They grow best in a compost of two parts of peat and one of
loam and sand. A liberal supply of water is essential. Propa-
gation is effected by seeds only,
1. Pritchardia pacifica Seem, and H. WendL in Bonpl. IX (1861)
260; X, 153,310, t 15.—Seem. Flora Vitiensis, 274, t 79; in * Correspond,
relat. the Fiji Isl., p. 70—Corypha umbraculifera Forst. PL Escul. 49 et
Prodr. p 88 (ex parte) (non Linn.),
names.—Viu, Sakiki, Niu Masei (in Vitfk: Biu (by the Ton-
guese).
description.—The palm seldom obtains more than 30 feet
in height. Stem smooth, straight and unarmed, at the base from
10-12 inches in diameter. The crown has a globular shape, and
is composed of about 20 leaves. Petioles unarmed, 3 feet and
more long and densely covered at the base with a mass of
brown fibres. Blade of the leaf rounded at the base, fan-shaped,
very large, and when young, as is the petiole, densely covered
with whitish-brown down, which, however, as the leaf advances
m age, gradually disappears. From the axils of the leaves arise
flowers, enveloped in several very fibrous flaccid spathes, which
rapidly decay and have quite a ragged appearance even befoi^e
the flowers open. Spadix 3 feet long, stiff and very straight,
flowers numerous, minute, hermaphrodite, of a brownish-yellow
colour. Frait perfectly round, about £ inch in diameter; when

